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Temper* Reports or reaction s mam on 
British arrests agree h e regard 's ^wt»be a j 
" qr HVfF imcbjW This opinion r.rM?;RAnv sju 
TIC IANS OF ALL SHA PES EXCEPT SPD.JQ.GB. AND 
TThTlT JETTPST everyone agrees that Neumann 



POL i- 

commies., 
Circle was y 



plotting in various vats ano that it had close connec- 
tions WITH FDP, THEY FEEL that British have EXAGGERATED 
IMPORTANCE OF AFFA IR JS L AMO that UFRMAN 

AUTHORITIES COULO HAVE HANDLEO ARRESTS IF PROOF OF SUB- 
VERSIVE ACTIVITY REALLY EXISTED, MORE IMPORTANT, HIGH 
PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION AND OF POLITICAL LEA DE.RS CON- 
SIPE R ARRESTS SLAP IN FACE OF WEST G RMA N PEOPLE, AND : 

TS GOVERNMENT, ThERE IS SOME FE r L'ING THAT RELATIONS 
BETWEEN RIGHT AND LEFT WINGS OF FDP WILL NOW DETERIORATE 
FURTHER BUT : THERE IS ALSO WIDESPREAD CONVICTION THAT RIGHT 

wing of FDP Will be strengthened because many people 

WILL TEND .ASSOC FATE THE PARTY'S DEFENSE OF ITSELF" WITH A 
DEFENSE OF GERMAN HONOR, EVEN HEINZ KUEHN, SHREWD SPD 
Landtag' Frakt ion Secretary, shares this view and regrets 1 - 
action. Most SPD leaders are probably pleased with 

DEVELOPMENT HOWEVER THOSE COMMENTING TO US CONSIDER IT - 
TOO EARLY AS VET JUDGE EFFECT OF ARRESTS ON RAT I F I.CA T ION 
CONTRA C.TUALS, THOUGH CENTER PARTY SPOKESMAN EXPRESSED BE- 
LIEF FDP WILL NOW PROVE MORE DIFFICULT ABOUT RATIFICATION. 

. Opinions reoaro ing •mot'ivat loiifr §RXX ish .arrest s are 

VERY NUMEROUS BUT ALL AGREE THERE MUST BE MORE BEHIND 
THEM THAN SIMPLE DESIRE CURB SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS. MOST 
POPULAR THEORY AT MOMENT IS APPARENTLY T HE FDP’S THESIS 
THAT RRITtSH ABf TRYING TO PREVENT AMERLCAN SUPPOR T FOR . 

Germany army aHo closer America n-Ger han r e la ,t 1 q nsei n . a 

SECOND RELATEP THEORY IS ’THAT ARRESTS WERE MEANT AS. WARN- 
ING to French .t hat European army concept should not be < 

DROPPED IN FAVOR OF NATIONAL ARMIES. WE ARE TOLD BY CDU j 
SPOKESMAN THAT THIS THEORY HELD BY MANY CDU LANDTAG 
members. Third popular theory is THAT arrests WERE £ 

r.-i LnllOO e.i u. I °5 
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. CARRIED OUT TO DEMONSTRATE. THAT OCCUPATION WILL REMAIN I N- FORCE 
. /.UNLESS & tiH iiMTir fmirmriii^e i’»T- l - riffl FOURT M 
i PlUTMH VfNTFP TO - f QMPt fTTt 
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THEORY 15 THAT 

R I G H T W I N G OF. FDP AMD OR 



TO 



•. Regarding HICOG public opinion poll, prevailing opinion is • - 

HAT 1 TS CONCLUS IONS ARE 'VoELL IGES quAtsc h” . Gcneral<ajti.tuoe : js.'^ 
:• r j1»jAT NO REAL. IMPORTANCE CAM-’bE A TT.RKUTED TO SUCH POLL : I N V | EW OF ••. , 
'0/,e SG.HTY';EV iO.EKCE OF A- CONTRA C I CTORY NATURE. REGARDING MOT! VA:T I ON: 
'"’FOR PUDL 1C ^RELEASE ..OF POLL, OPINIONS DIVIDE© AS TO WHETHER I T... ‘ ' v 
b'WA .S..iSTUP ID. BLUNDER OR WAS DELIBERATE ATTEMPT BY. CERTA I N- A NT .l~GERMAN 
■•'.GRCyPS WITHIN HI COG TO DESTROY. INTERNA ri-ON'AL ' CONFIDENCE I.N WEST '• 
•Germany; ,-y. ' . 
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